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088200 

R 011340Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2216 
INFO AMEMBASSY BLANTYRE 
AMCONSUL LOURENCO MARQUES 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
US MISSION GENEVA 199 

UNCLAS LUSAKA 1905 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF, MI. MO, ZA 

SUBJECT: MALAWI WATCHTOWER SOCIETY REFUGEES FLOCK INTO ZAMBIA 

1. ZAMBIAN DAILY MAIL ON SEPT 30 REPORTED MORE THAN ONE 
THOUSAND MALAWI WATCHTOWER SOCIETY (JEHOVAHS WITNESSES) 

MEMBERS OPPOSED TO BECOMING CARD-CARRYING MEMBERS OF 
MALAWI CONGRESS PARTY HAVE MOVED FROM THEIR REFUGE IN 
MOZAMBIQUE INTO ZAMBIA. ON OCT 1 MAIL REPORTED THAT 
EASTERN PROVINCE PERMSEC SAMPA HAD CONFIRMED THAT 
NEMECER OF REFUGEES IN ZAMBIA HAD RISEN TO OVER TWO 
THOUSAND AND IS EXPECTED TO GO HIGHER. HOME AFFAIRS 
MINISTER MILNER ALSO REPORTED AS CONFIRMING GRZ IS BRACING 
FOR LARGE NEW INFLUX OF REFUGEES. 

2. INCOMING REFUGEES ARE ENCAMPED AT SINDA MISALE IN 
CHIPATA DISTRICT NEAR BORDERS WITH MALAWI AND MOZAMBIQUE. 
HOWEVER, MILNER TOLD PRESS GRZ IS LOOKING INTO POSSIBILITY OF 
MOVING REFUGEES TO NYIMBA REFUGEE CAMP IN PETAUKE DISTRICT. 

(NYIMBA HAD BEEN REFUGEE CAMP FOR MOZAMBICANS, MANY OF WHOM HAVE 
BY NOW PROBABLY GONE BACK HOME.) MILNER ADDED THAT GRZ WILL DO 
EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO ENSURE THAT ALL REFUGEES ARE EVENTUALLY 
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3. UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE IN LUSAKA, ANNA MARIA DEMMER, TOLD PRESS 
THAT HER OFFICE IS IN CLOSE CONTACT WITH GRZ ON MATTER OF MALAWIAN 
REFUGEES BUT THAT NO FORMAL GRZ REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE HAD YET 
BEEN RECEIVED. 

4. COMMENT: ONLY EXPLANATION OFFERED BY DAILY MAIL FOR THIS 
APPARENTLY SUDDEN INFLUX OF WATCHTOWER SOCIETY MEMBERS IS THAT 
THEY HAD BEEN ASKED BY MOZAMBICAN AUTHORITIES TO RETURN TO THEIR 
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN. APPARENTLY STILL FEARING TROUBLE WITH MALAWI 
CONGRESS PARTY MILITANTS, MANY HAVE CHOSEN INSTEAD TO FLEE TO 
ZAMBIA. INFLUX RECALLS 1973 SITUATION WHEN SOME 19,000 
MALAWIAN WATCHTOWER SOCIETY MEMBERS FLED TO ZAMBIA. MOST WERE 
LATER REPATRIATED TO MALAWI OR WENT ON TO MOZAMBIQUE. GIVEN 
RECUGBFNT DIFFICULTIES BETWEEN ZAMBIAN GOVERNMENT AND PARTY 
OFFICIALS AND ZAMBIAN WATCHTOWER SOCIETY, GRZ WILL LIKELY 

PRESS FOR EARLY REPATRIATION OFNEW ARRIVALS TO MALAWI. 
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